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(9HE DECOI^ATO^ AND FU^NISHEI^. 




NOVELTIES IN TABLE 
CLOTHS. 



HE popularity # of tea parties, and the 
amiable rivalry among ladies as to 
who shall have have the most attrac- 
tive tea table, has led designers of 
fine goods to put upon the market 
some wonderfully beautiful and artistic 
table cloths. Very few of these novel- 
ties are ever shown to the general 
trade, as there are always customers 
who are known to be on the lookout 
for elegant and unique articles of all 
sorts, and it is only necessary to call 
their attention to first class and ex- 
clusive goods of any kind. Indeed there is a special understand- 
ing in certain large establishments that the receipt of such 
articles is immediately announced to the favored few, and op- 
portunity for selection given, before ever the goods are placed on 
sale. 

Among the elegant goods in this line are some of fine silk 
and linen. These come in several colors, blue and white, pink 
and white, gold and white and pale Chartreuse green and white. 
They are of the most exquisite fineness and softness. They are 
in damask weave, and the patterns are elegant and elaborate 
beyond description. One of the choicest designs is Egyptian, the 
symbols and figures being brought out in the most perfect 
fashion. There are napkins to match. A marvel of beauty was 
a cloth recently made to order for a pink tea given in honor of 
a debutante. The cloth was made of lace and pale pink crepe 
de chine. The centre was plain, a border of heavy lace was set 
around the square, and the scalloped edge was wrought into 
another section of the silk. Around the outer edge, where the 
cloth falls from the table a series of lace figures was embroid- 
ered in applique upon the silk. These figures were arranged in 
perpendicular lines and formed strips alternating with plain silk. 
The silk was cut away underneath the lace showing the under 
cloth of soft fine white felt, which set off the delicate rose shade 
to the best advantage. The outer edge of the cloth was bordered 
with handsome lace edging. 

An order just given for a cloth to be used at a "coming out" 
tea given in honor of a Boston "bud" is unique in its style and 
deserves mention as a novelty. A white satin ground is to be 
embroidered with Easter lilies and their leaves in natural color. 
A space is left in the centre of the cloth for a handsome floral 
decoration which is to be made entirely of lilies of various sorts, 



the Easter lily predominating. Around this space is a wreath of 
the lilies embroidered as described. There are to be twenty-four 
guests, and at the side of each plate is embroidered a wreath of 
lilies of the valley enclosing a space sufficiently large to hold a 
menu card. The margin of the cloth is heavily wrought with a 
wreath of the lilies so arranged that the drooping blossoms 
form a scalloped border around the edge. Each fair maid will 
have a bouquet of lilies, and the menu cards are hand painted 
studies in the same exquisite flowers. The name of the charming 
debutante is Lillie, and her birth day, which is the occasion of 
the "fete," falls on Easter Sunday. The "tea" is however given 
upon Saturday afternoon. The lilies are already engaged, and 
the cloth is in process of preparation. 

An artistic amateur is making an exceptionally elegant table 
cloth for one of the charming teas which she sometimes 
gives. It is made of small squares of China crape embroidered 
in the exquisite style for which these goods are remarkable. 
One square is used as a centre. -This square is embroidered all 
around in elaborate pattern. It is set into a field of rich Renaiss- 
ance lace. At each corner is a square of similar style and 
material embroidered upon two sides, the work in the corner 
being very rich and heavy and decreasing to a tiny vine which 
extends around the two remaining sides. The edge has a fall of 
Renaissance lace with a heading through which inch wide ribbon 
is run and tied at each corner in large rosette bows, with extra 
loops and ends added. 

A very quaint and pretty idea in a centre for a table cloth 
is a basket work of cream white pieot edged ribbon caught at 
each crossing with a fine thread. The field is made of cream 
white satin. The border is of the basket platted ribbon each 
crossing fastened by a tiny silken ball. The perpendicular bands 
of ribbon extend below the cross bands, and are turned in points 
and finished by larger balls. 

Elegant cloths are made of fine linen bordered with cut work 
or drawn work. Some of the drawn borders is a marvel of fine 
needle work. They are filled in with various fancy stitches and 
lace patterns, and have fine point lace braid wrought. into them 
in various shapes. The fringes are made of the warp of the 
cloth and are knotted and braided in various intricate fashions. 

The cut work is quite easy to do. It is made in button hole 
stitch over a stamped pattern, the spaces between being cut away. 
Sometimes these spaces are filled in with lace stitches, others are 
lined with bright silk or with ribbons. Borders of the cut out 
work are used on plain cloths. Handsome cloths are made of 
linen and lace, the latter being preferably of hand made Tor- 
chon or Medici, or the ever popular and durable Renaissance. 



Cast metal bells in open work, medieval style, sheltered by 
small mahogany hoods, are provided for country garden gates. 
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